Caongress of the Cnited States  —-[%0

TWashngton, IPE 20515

August 10, 1997

Mr. Lester A, Snow AU6 1’5 w9497
Executive Director

CALFED Bay-Dclia Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suoite 1155

Sacramento, CA 935814

RE:  Suppaort for Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project Category TIF Funding
Dear Mr, Snow:

We wrile Lo gonvey our strong support for CALFED Category LI funding for the
Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project (Hamilton). As you know, we have been strong
supporters of a program that will lead to the successful integration of strong environmental
proleclion of the State’s river and estuary systems with productive economic activity. Tt is
our belief that Hamilton can provide one of the best examples of this “win-win® approach
o managing the State’s precious watet resources.

Specilically, the project proposes to restore 2,700 acres of tidak and seasonal
weltlands in northern San Pablo Bay that will directly benefit CALFED priority species,
such as Chineok Salmon and other migratory fish, as well as provide refuge and food
sources for migrating and indigenous waterfowl, We urge that Hamilton be included in the
CALFED “solution area™ because of these direct benefits ro CALFED priority species.

In addition, Hamilten can provide a localion for the beneficial reuse of wns of
millions of cubic yards of suitable dredge material that would otherwise he disposed in the
Bay. This beneficial use will help to implement the interagency Long Term Management
Serategy for dredging. Tt will do s0 by providing environmentally beneficial disposal
capacily for important Bay harbor deepening projects such as the Port of Oukland’s
praposed decpening project to -50 feet. Done properly, it can provide & location for the
disposal of current maintenance dredging material that is disposed back in the Bay estuary.
Funding for these projects will provide important leverage for a CALFED investment in the
Hamilion project.

Finally, 1 maximize the opportunity o realize these multiple benefits and
permanently preserve thousands of acres of restored wetlands, it s critical that every
appropriate tunding agency collaborate in the successful development of the Hamilton
project. Therefore, we urge that the CALFED program support, in the current funding
¢ycle, the BCDC/Coastal Conservancy apphication tor Category L funding for the
Hamillon Wetlands Restoration Project.

We thank you for your considesation of this support letter and look Lorward Lo
hearing of your determination,

Sineerely yours,

’) ? l v
Nancy Pelosi ‘

Member of Congress Membcer of Congress Member of Coligres

FRINTED CX AECYILED PAPER
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Washingten, DE 20515

August 25, 1957

Mr. Lester A, Snow
Executive Director

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project Category {II
Funding

Dear Mr. Snow:

We write to convey our streng support for CALFED Category IIT
funding for the Hamilton Wetlands Restoratiyn Project (Ilamilton). As you
know, we have been streng supporters of a program that will lead to the
successful integrafion of strong environmental protection of the State’s river
and estuary syslems swith productive economic actvity. It is our belief that
Hamilton can provide one af the best examples of this “win-win"” approach to
managing the State’s precious water resources.

Specifically, the project ultimately proposes to restore 2,700 acres of
tidal and seasonal wetlands in northern San Pahlo Bay that will directly
benefit CALFED priority species, such as Chinook Salmon and other
migratory fish, as well as provide refuge and food sources for migrating and
indigenous waterfowl. We urge that Hamilton be included in the CALIED
“solution area” because of these direct benefits to CALFED priority species.

In addition, Hamilton can provide a location for the beneficial reuse of
tens of millions of cubic yards of suitable deeidge material that would
otherwise be dispased in the Bay. This beneficial use will help to implement
the interagency Long Term Management Strategy for dredging. It will do so
by providing environmentally henefirial disposal capacity for important Bay
harbor deepening projects such as the Port of Oakland's proposed dcepening
project ko -50 feet. Done properly, il can provide & location for the disposal of
currént maintenance dredging material that is disposed back in the Bay
estuary. Funding for these projects will provide important leverage for a
CALFED investment in the Hamilton project.

FRINTED DM NECYCLRD PAMR
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SENT BY:Rep. Ronald V. Dellums: 8-25-87 2:10PM :Rep. R.Y. Dellums-DC-CALFED BAY-DELTA PRO:# 5/ 4

Finally, to maximize the opporfunity to realize these muliple benefits
and permanently preserve thausands of acres of restored wetlands, it is
critical that every appropriate funding agency collaborate in the successful
development of Lhe Hamilton project. Therefore, we urge that the CALFED
program support, in the current funding cycle, the BCDXC/Coastal
Conservancy application for Category [I[ funding for the Hamilton Wetlands
Restoration Project.

We thank you for your ¢onsideration of this support letwer and lock
forward te hearing of your determination.

; Sincerely yours,
anne Feingteln %ém Boxor !

IS Senator US Senator
Ronald V. Dellums T.y% Waoolsey
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Member of Chgress Member of Congress

Ellen Tauscher Fele Slark

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Ty Jasls—

Tom Lantos
Member of Congress
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Congress of the United States 10
T ashington, BE 20315

AUG 26 887

August 25, 1997

Mr. Lester A. Snow
Executive Director

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project Category 11
Funding

Dear Mr. Snow:

We write to convey our strong support for CALFED Category HI
funding for the Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project {Hamilton). As you
know, we have been strong supporters of a program that will lead to the
successful integration of streng environmental protection of the State’s river
and estuary systems with productive economic activity. It is our belief that
Hamilton can provide one of the best examples of this “win-win” approach to
managing the State’s precious water resources.

Specifically, the project ultimately proposes to restore 2,700 acres of
tidal and seasanal wetlands in northern San Pablo Bay that will directly
benefit CALFED priority species, such as Chinook Salmon and other
migratory [ish, as well as provide refuge and food sources for migraling and
indigenous waterfowl. We urge that Hamilton be included in the CALFED
“solution area” because of these direct benefits to CALFED pricrity species.

Tn addition, Hamilton can provide a location for the beneficial reuse of
tens of millions of cubic yards of suitable dredge material that would
otherwise be disposed in the Bay. This benefizial use will help to implement
the interagency Long Term Management Strategy fer dredging. It will do so
by providing environmentally beneficial disposal capacity for important Bay
harbor deepening projects such as the Port of Qakland’s proposed decpening
project to -30 (eet. Done properly, it can provide a location for the dispoesal of
current maintenance dredging material that is disposed back in the Bay
estuary. Funding for these projects will provide important leverage for a
CALFED investment ir. the Hamilton project.

PRINTED OWN RECYZLED PAPER
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Finally, to maximize the opportunity to realize these multiple benefits
and permanently preserve thousands of acres of restored wetlands, it is
critical that every appropriate funding agency collaborate in the successful
development of the Hamilton project. Therefore, we urge that the CATLFED
program support, in the current funding cycle, the BCDC/Ceastal
Conservancy application for Category Il funding for the Hamilton Wetlands
Restoraticn Project.

We thark you for your consideration of this support letter and look
forward to hearing of your determination.

; Sincerely yours,
anne Feinstein éarba! ra Boxer

S Senator US Senator
Ronald V. Dellums Ly Woolsey
Member of Congress Member of Congress
M ib(d\;—\
George Miller Vic Fazio
Member of Congress Me ress

Nancy Pelosi a Eshoo
Member of Chhgress Member of Congress
Ellen Tauscher - Pete Stark

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Tom Camp
Member of Congress

Ton Lol

Tom Lantos
Member of Congress
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July 31. 1997

Lester A. Snow, Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Snow:;

1 am writing to convey my strong support for CALFED Catcgory III funding for the
Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project. The project will result in the restoration of 2,700
acres of tidal and seasonal wetlands in northern San Pablo Bay that will be of direct
benefit to CALFED priority species, such as Chinock Salmon and other important fish
species that migrate through the Bay, as well as for migratory waterfowl. Hamilton
should be included in the “solution area” for CALFED because of these direct benefits to
CALFED priority speeies.

In addition, the Hamilton wetlands project will be able to use as a resource tens of
millions of cubic yards of malterial that otherwise will be disposed in the Bay. This
heneficial use will help implement the interagency Long Term Management Strategy for
dredging, and provide environmentalty beneficial disposal capacity for important Bay
deepening projects, such as the Port of Qakland’s proposed deepening project to 5O feet.
Not onlv will the Hamilton project provide multiple benefits, but the funding from these
other sources will leverage the funding provided through CALFED.

In order to realize these multiple benefits and permanently preserve thousands of acres of
restored wetlands, it is critical that funding be obtained scon. Therefore, [ urge that the
CALFED program support in the current funding cyele the BCDC/Coastal Conservancy
application for Category 111 funding for the Hamilton Wetlands Resioration Project.

Sincerely,

Printed on Recycled Faper
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LYNN WOOLSEY
GTH DisTRICT, CAcFCANM
COMMITTEES:

BUDGET
ECONOMIC AND EDUCATIONAL
CPPORTUNITIES
WASHINGTON CFFICE

430 ZANNOMN BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515- 0508
TELEFPHONE: 12021 226-616°

Congress of the United States

iBouge of Representatives
TWashingten, PE 205150506

L

DISTRICT OFFIGES:

NG COLLEGE AYE., SUITE 200
SANTA ADSA, G 95404
TELEPHONE: {707) 542-7182
FROM PETALUIMA CALL:

{707) 795-1462
NORTHGATE BUILDING
1050 NORTHGATE DAIVE. SUITE 140
SAN RAFAEL, CA 54803
TELEFHOME, (215) 507-9554

INTERNET ADDRFESS
wodlsey @hr.houss gav

Tuly 28, 1997

Lester A. Snow, Lxecutive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramentc, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Snow:

T am writing to express my support for the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development
Commission and the California Coastal Conservancy’s application for CALFEID Category 111
funding for the Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project.

As [ understand, funding would be used to restore up to 2,700 acres of tidal and seasonal
wetlands in northern San Pablo Bay, Given that this restoration will directly benefit CALFED
priority species, including Chinook Salmon, other fish species that migrate through the bay and
migratory waterfowl, I urge that Hamilton be part of the “sclution area” for CALFED.

In addition, the Hamilton wetlands project will make use of material that would otherwise be
disposed of in the Bay. This will assist in implementing the interagency Long Term
Management Strategy for dredging and provide environmentally beneficial disposal capacity for
important Bay deepening projects.

Thank you for your carefui consideration of the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission and the California Coastal Conscrvancy’s application for funding. It
is my sincere hope that funding will be available for the Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project
to allow for the permanent preservation of thousands of acres of restored wetlands.

w%

Member of Conpress

Sincerely,

LW:tf

SRINTEIN ON RECYCLED PAPEA
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Coastal

Conservancy

August 6, 1997

Ms. Kate Hansel

CALFED Bay-Deita Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project
Dear Ms. Hansel:

Enclosed are letters that the Conservancy received in support of the Hamilton Wetland
Restoration Project proposal submitted in response to the CALFED, 1997 Category HI,
Ecosystemn Restoration Projects and Programs, Request for Proposals.

I hope that by submitting letters of support in this one package we have minimized any
incanvenience or confusion. Please feel free to contact either Steve Goldbeck at (415)
557-8786 or me at (510) 286-4161 if you have any questions regarding the Hamilton
proposal. Thank you for your consideration of our proposal.

Sincerely,
QJM )\.LUW
Terri Nevins
Project Manager
Enclosures
1330 Broadway, 11th Flaor
Qakland, California 94612-2330
510-280+1015 Fax: 510-286-0470
al i fornia St ate C o as tal Coanser vamnecey
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August 1, 1997

Terri Nevins

California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor
Oakland, California 94612-2350

Dear Terri:

The Port of Oakland strongly supports your joint application with BCDC for
funding from CALFED for the Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project (HWRPF).
We believe that a cooperative effort like the HWRP is essential for timely
implementation of dredging projects and cost effective habitat restoration.

We would particularly like to emphasize the critical and time-sensitive
importanice of funding for design and environmental raview for the initial, 700-
acre phase of the project. This project will likely receive some funding from
Congress for the fiscal year beginning Oclober 1997. However, under the
normal Corps of Engineers process, or even accelerated process, the project
wolld not be ready for authorization in 1998 under the Corps procedural rules.
For the project to be initiated before 2002-2005, the State of California will need
to help develop innavative ways to accelerate the project. The Conservansy will
need Environmental Review (Phase IV) and Design {Phase V) funding by late
1987 to allow this to happen.

Very lruly yours,

21\/!/:;;RATH

Environmental Manager
ce: Steve Goldbeck
JM:mp

terrinev.jm

530 Water Street » Jack London Square = P.0.Box 2064 » Qakland, Califomia 94604-2064
Telephone (510} 272-1100 m  Fax (510)272-1172 = TDD (510) 763-5703 =  Cable address, PORTOFGAK, Oakland
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August 5, 1997

Mr, Lester Snow

Executive Director

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Hamilton Weiland Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Snow:

The purpase of this letter is to declare the wholehearted support of the Bay
Dredging Acton Coalitior (BDAC) for CALFED 1997 Category Ul funding
for the Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project sponsored by the California
Coastal Conservancy and 5.F. Bay Conservation and Development
Commission.

The maritime industry, labor organizations and other Bay users who
comprise the BDAC envision the Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project as
an important demonstration linking environmental resforation with a number
of muld-user goals,

Approximately 5-7 million cubic yards of sediment and silt wash down
from the Delta and its levees into San Francisco Bay and lodge in the Bay’s
harbors and navigation channels. About 3-5 million cubic yards must be
dredged annually to support the shipping which established the Bay-Delta
region as a world-class center for trade and commerce.

Diredged material has been disposed of at in-Bay sites for vears and these
have become increasingly limited. Through our LTMS Dredged Material
Disposal Planning Program, we have begun to explore the opportunities for
the beneficial reuse of dredged material in wetland restoration and levee
rchabilitarion. Hopefully through discussions, which have already been
initiated with CALFED and the Department of Water Resources, we can
begin to utilize the opportunities afforded by the CALFED program to return
dredged material (o the Delta to rehabilitate and maintain the levees. We
need to find the appropriate procedures to accomplish this.

In the interim, our objective is to use dredged material from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers annual maintenance dredging and/or the Port of
Oakland’s 50° harbor deepening project at the Hamilton site.

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS (partial list)

i . Msmmum
Cerncidali) FIogrtmey s e Cirracing Sermccnekasodalon
Corta CosiaCoural Nowioper Compony TPrdutrop Semabarty Racroaion sl
Croadeyheulbma Cor AiOSK i Parina i Mama Teiwmaker SoriA Gl
P hadkydLines,he. Pont ol Gardard TenslX Company:
EnznelTeminal acars CrierilesLid Puif Sacamen o PelngCerpary
TheGam, e s e Mechcr kg Co, Port of San Fanceos Yimres Pl Coviirer Sarace
GATX FamirasComp. o, Coll MamsAsang, MNavEaCens. Toanesrnricy Covprraen
L nenwacrsd NtKLre SanFrarcer Gl Brokers S, TrareBayContiraTeniesl
irisderumivadonel Oakiang Chanbar iCmmaes Freight Forwerders Unip A s
Wiriseriiadonon DOCLAKA) e SanFurcien Chambor Vg ol sird Comprraion
Hnodménea ne. SanFronosco s Plo
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LavniRarerd Taminal Cop. Padic Sanlarvd Sorven
Mewrsk Paoic L Packs MerchartShpphg A Soutwiest Markes, ki
WarnTug & Bage Padark Corportian Siober B of PGt Comvressiorars. S
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Mr. Lester Snow
Aupgust 3, 1997
Page 2

The Project will implement a number of economic and environmental objectives including
the enhancement of aguatic habitat to support valuable plant and wildlife and improve water
quality. San Francisco and the Delta are an inextricably linked system. Our fish and
wildlife depend on both areas for survival. The salmon is one of many examples
demonstrating the need for both healthy Delta and Bay habitats together for its future.

We urge you to support funding for the Hamilton project in recognition of the mutoal
dependence of the Bay and Delta upon each other, Our success in this project can provide a
model for future use of dredged material in the Delta,

Sincerely yours,

“Robed
Robert Cheasty QMD

President

o Raobert Potter, Department of Water Resources
~-Temi Nevins, California Coastal Canservancy
Will Travis, §.F. Bay Conservation and Development Cemmission
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Harry ). Moore

Fifth District Supervisor
Chair, Board of Supervisors

County of Marin

July 30, 1997

Mr. Lester Snow

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: California Coastal Conservancy and San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development
Commission Categary HI proposal for the Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Snow:

As Supervisor for the Disirict in which (he above project would occur, I am pleased to have the
opportunity to express my suppori for this worthy project,

The Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project will restore 2,700 Acres of diked baylands for
important fish and wildlife species. It will also provide improved floed protection for surrounding
areas and permanenily protect and restore lands threatened with urban development.

1 strongly recommend your favorable consideration of this proposal.

degte

Harry J. Moore i
Supervisor District Five

o @l

Suite 315 + 3501 Civic Center Dr. « San Rafasl, Californla 94903-4193 » Talephone (416)499-7331 + FAX(415)499-3845

E-Mail: hmoore@ ridas.co.marin.ca.us Printed on Recycled Paper
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM OF MARIN
PR BOX 74
LARKSPUR, CA 94877
TELEPHONE: {415) 470-7814

" A NON-PROFIT CITIZEN GROUP_DEVOTED TO EDUCATION IN MARIN COUNTY ON ENVIRONMENTAL MAYTERS. _ .
" August 2, 1997

Lester Snow

CALFED Program

E4168 9th Street ,
Sacramento, CA 95816

RE: APPLICATION FOR HAMILTON AND BEL MARIN KEYS, MARIN COUNTY

. Dear Mr Snow; .
The Environmental Forum of Marin isfa_longgtime supporter of restoration of che former -
Hamilton Alrfield runway to marsh and of protection of the adjacent Bel Marin Keys '
property. We strongly recommend e positive résponse to the application from the :
Cosstal Conservancy for funds to acquire\Bel ‘Marin Ke)rs and conduct studles necessary '

to meve the restotation project farward.

The protection and restoration of these large sites to tidal-marsh and related habitats
wiil be a ma]or component in the restoratiofi of the San Francisco Esl:uary. It will
provide nursery habicat. for anadrcmous fish &nd nesting and foraging habitat for
endangered species, and habitat for migracory birds,

Thank you for your favorable consideration.

Sincerely,
7

Julie Crantz S
President

pomicsonrecyciedpapn B?ingiﬂg--ﬁnuironmental' Issues Into Focus
158 o '
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Marin Audubon Society  Box 599  Mill Valley, California 94942-0599

August 2, 1997

Lester Snow

CALFED Bay Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mi. Snow:

This iz to inform you that the Marin Auduben Society supportsa the
application by the Coastal Conservancy and BCDC for funds to
acquire the Bel Marin Keys site and conduct studies and
environmental review necessary to restore this and the adjacent
Hamilton sites.

Implementaticon of this project will restore over 2,000 acres of
currently diked lands to tidal marsh and other bay related
hapitats. This will be a significant benefit to endangered
Clapper Rail and Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse that inhabit nearby
marshes, to many migratory bird species, and to many species of
fish. &all runs of Chinock Salmon would benefit as would
Steelhead Trout from increased habitat the new marsh channels
would provide,

We urge you to favorably consider this preoposal.

Sinc

ar lzman, Chair
Canservation Committee

A Chapter of National Audubon Society

VLD PAMER
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SIERRA CLUBZMARIN GROUP

Marjorie Macris, Chair
45 Wildomar 5t., Mill Valley, CA 94041
(415) 381-6667 fax: (415)381-6668 email! mmacris@aol.com

August 1, 1997 AUG 0 5 1997

Mr. Lester Snow

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Proposal {or Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Snow:

As Chair of the Executive Committee, Marin Group of the Sierra Club, 1 am pleased to
exprass my support for the Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project, a Calegory TIT proposal
submitted by the Catifornia Coastal Conservancy and San Francisco Bay Conscrvation and
Developrment Comimission.

The project will restore 2,700 acres of diked baylands as habitat for impaortant fish and
wildlife species. Tt will also provide improved flood protection for surrounding areas and

permanently protect and restore lands threatened with inappropriate urban development.

I sirongly recommend your favorable action on this project.

Sincerely,

: A T
%-W-A, S v At

Marjorie W. Macris
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MARIN CONSERVATION LEAGUE

55 Mitchell Boulevard, Suite 21 « San Rafael, CA 84903
(415) 472-6170 » Fax (415) 472-1404

e-mail: mcl@nbn.com = web site; www.nbn.com/mcl

4"31'1397

August 5, 1997

Mr. Lester Snow

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: California Coastal Conservancy and San Francisco Bay
Conservation and Development Commission Category !l proposal for
the Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Snow:

Marin Conservation League has been working to protect and restore
the Marin baylands for many years. We are very pleased to endorse
the Hamiiton Wetland Restoration Project proposed by the California
Coastal Conservancy and the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Cevelepment Commission.

This proposal will have tremendous benefit to the entire ragion by
restoring significant fish and wildlife habitat, providing a dredge
materials disposal site, preventing further development in the diked
historic baylands, and improving fleod protection for surrounding
areas.

The timelineg of this project has been coordinated with numerous
federal, state and local agencles and has received strong support
from all sectors. Such coordination is critical to the success of the
proposal and exhibilts a strong incentive to reach common goals.

We look forward to assisting the Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project
as it moves forward. We urge you to support this project.

incersly,

Susan Stompe
President

A nonprofit corperation founded in 1934 10 preserve, protect and enhance the natural assets of Marin County for all pecple
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August 5, 1997

Mr. Lester Snow

CALFED Bay-Deita Program
1416 Ninth Strest, Suite 1155
Sacramanto, CA 95814

RE: Callfornia Coastal Conservancy and San Francisco Bay
Consarvation and Developrnent Commission Category Il} proposal for
the Hamilion Wetland Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Snow:

Marinn Consarvation League has been working to protect and restore
the Marin baylands for many years. We are vary pleased to endorse
the Hamilton Wetland Resloration Project proposed by the California
Coastal Consaervancy and the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission.

This proposal will have tremendous benefit to the entire regicon by
rastoring significant fish and wildlife habitat, providing a dredge
materials disposal site, preventing further development in the diked
historic baylands, and improving flood protection for surrounding
areas.

The timeiine of this project has been coordinated with numerous
federal, state and local agencies and has received strong support
from all sectors. Such caordination Is critical to the succeas of the
proposal and exhibits a strong incentive to reach common goals.

We lock forward to assisting the Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project
as it moves forward. We urge you to suppon this project.

E‘ncerety,

Susen Stompe
President

A nonprofit corperation founded In 1934 to presarve, protect and enhancs the natural asssts of Marin County for all people
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July 18, 1997

Lester Snow
Executive Director

CALFED Bay Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Snow:

14D

2
ENT-STRATEGYL S 897

The undersigned State and Federal agencies are working on the Long Term Management Strategy (LTMS) for

dredged material in the San Francisco Bay Region. Two project proposals submitted in respense to the Categary 111
Request for Proposals (REP), the Learning Laboratory for Restoring Subsided Land and the Hamilton Army Airfield
Wetlands Restoration Prajects, meet boith CALFED and LTMS goals.

Both of these projects will benefit CALFED priority habitats and priority species, including anadremaus fish and
migratory birds, through ecosystem restoration. Both projects use dredged material for beneficial uses and fulfill
the LTMS goal of maximizing the use of dredged material as a resource. Reducing the amount of dredged material
disposed in the Estuary is critical to reducing the impacts to anadromeus fish that use the Bay/Delta. Both projects
also have multiple partners and oppertunities for cost-sharing including cost sharing for use of dredged material.

In particular, the Hamilton project will provide for the restoration of up to 2500 acres of seasonal and tidal wetlands
combined. It is an important project to the LTMS agencies in that LTMS needs an upland site as soon as possible
and it has a huge capacity for dredged malerial, Il we do not act now, we will lose this restoration opportunity due
to the end of the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process. In addition, if the Bel Marin Keys property is te
be included in this project, it must be purchased as soon as possible.

The Learning Laboratory Praject will show how island restoration can optimally benefit from the use of dredged
material, will promote the usc of dredged material normally disposed of in the Delta and potentially at the Suisun
Bay Disposal Site, will provide an invaluable lesson in understanding what can be done to restore Delta Islands.

We believe that both of these projects will greatly benefit CALFED and L.TMS goals bringing cven greater benefits
to the environment. We thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

L G Lsagd—
Richard G. Thomp: Ze,

Lt. Col., U.5. Army
District Engineer
[1.5. Amy Enginee

Executive Director
State Water Resources Controt

r District Board

[.oretta Barsamian
Executive Officer

Regional Water Qualily Control

Board

W5, Enviranmantal Prosection
Agency, Region IX -
735 Hawdhoms Siresl
San Fromcixo, CA 94105

Fxecutive Director

San Francisco Bay Conservation

and Development Commission

$an Froncisco Bay Consarvation
and Pevelopment Commission
30 Yon Ness Avenue, Suite 2071
Son francisca, CA 4102

U.S. Army Carps of inginesrs
Sauth Pacific b n -
&

San Franclsco Glitriet

333 Market Sreel
Son Frantlwe, CA 94105
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William [. McCoy
Chief of Operations and

Readiness

Walt Pettit

South Pacific Division
U.S. Army Corps of Fngineers

Alexis Strauss

Acting Director, Water Division
1.5, Environmental Protection

Agency

San Franciscs Bay Regional
Waber Quality Comtrol Board
2101 Waksher Sireal, Suite 500
Ookland, CA 94412

Californio Siote Walker
Razources Contirel Board
F.C. Bax 10Q
Sacrmanio, CA 958120100
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Coastal

Conservancy

July 31, 1997

Ms. Kate Hansel

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Harnilton Wetland Restoration Project
Dear Ms. Hansel:

Enclosed are five additional copies of the color figures contained in the Coastal
Conservancy’s Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project proposal submitted in response to
the CALFED, 1997 Category III, Ecosystem Restoration Projects and Programs, Request
for Proposals. Five extra copies of these figures were submitted with the original proposal
package.

I apologize for any inconvenience or confusion this may have caused. Please feel free to
contact either Steve Goldbeck at (415) 557-8786 or me at (510) 286-4161 if you would
like additional figures or information. Thank you for your consideration of our proposal.

Sincerely,
] At )W-(/K_g
Terri Nevins
Project Manager
Enclosure
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor
Cakland, Californiz 94612-2530
51042861015 Fax- 510:286:0470
a l1fornia St ate C o azstal C onser vy amncy

I —0030814
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CALFED Bay/Delta Program
1997 Category III:
Ecosystem Restoration Project and Programs

Proposal for:

Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project

Applicants:

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
California Coastal Canservancy
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L. Executive Sunnary
a. Project Title and Applicant Name
Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project

Applicants: San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
California Coastal Conservancy

b. Project Description and Primary Biological/Ecological Objectives

The Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project (HWRP) will restore up to 2,700 acres of subsided
diked baylands to a diverse mix of seasonal and tidal wetlands, while making beneficial use of up
to 33 million cubic yards (mcy) of dredged material that would otherwise be disposed of in the
Bay. The goal of the project 18 to restore and maintain wetland hahitats that sustain viable fish
and wildlife populations, particularly for Bay Area species of special status, while ensuring no
net loss of wetland habitat functions presenily provided on the sites. The project will also provide
improved flood protection for surrounding areas and permanently protect and restore lands
threatened with urban development.

The HWRP will provide the following: (1) the restoration of principal habitats of endangered
fish, wildlife, and plant species including, but not limited to, fall, winter and spring-run Chinook
salmon, steelhead trout, splittail, striped bass, green sturgeon, salt marsh harvest mouse,
California clapper rail, California black rail, and migratory birds; (2) the restoration of support
habitats of sensitive {ish and wildlife species; (3) reduced impacts of dredged material disposal
on the estuary and migration pathways of anadromous fish; and (4) implementation of local and
regional plans.

‘The stressors addressed by the HWRP are: (I) physical isolation and marshplain changes;
(2) channel form changes; (3) water guality; (4) land use; and (3) human disturbance.

¢. Approach/Tasks/Schedule

To meet the HWRP goals, it will be necessary to: (1) complete project planning and analysis
{Phase II); (2) acquire the Bel Marin Keys property (Phase TH); (3) carry out environmental
review and obtain needed approvals (Phase IV); (4) develop final construction design (Phase V),
{3) implement project construction (Phase VI); and (6) ronanage and monitor the restored site
{Phase VII). Phase I (Project Ininiation) has been completed. This application requests CALFED
funding for Phases II, 11, and IV to augment other available funding sources and in-kind
services. CALFED funding is crilical to the success of the project. Future CALFED funding will
likely be requested for some or ail of the remaining tasks and/or phases of the project. Cost
sharing may be available from (1) Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) tunding for site
remediation and closure; and {2) U.S. Amny Corps of Engineers funding from civil works
dredging projecis. Additienally, the HRG will seek funding through other grant programs.

The overall schedule for the Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project is dictated by external
deadlines, The Hamilton project must be authorized in the 1998 federal Water Resources
Development Act (WRDA) in order to be construcied and available to start receiving dredged
malerial from major new works projecis by the year 2000. Feasibility studies and environmental
review must be near completion by May 1998, to submit to Congress to be considered for
WRDA 1998 authorization. Additionally, the Army will need to tumn the Hamilton property over
to the Conservancy for reuse by January 2000, or it may have to simply lock the site and Jeave it
vacant.

d. Justification for Project and Funding by CALFED

The project is needed to reverse the historic loss of most of the Bay’s wetlands, assisting in the
recovery of endangered and threatened species and improve the health of the Bay ecosystem.
CALFED funding is critical to: (1) acquire a large parcel carrently propoesed for residential

oie

I —003086
|-003086



1I. Title Page

a. Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project

b. Name of Applicants:
San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
Thirty Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2011
San Francisco, California 94102
415-557-3686
415-557-3767 (FAX)

California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor
Oakland, California 94612-2350
510-286-1015

S10-286-0470 (FAX)

¢. Type of Organization: State Agencies
Tax Status: Government/State Agencies

d. Tax Identification Numbers:
San Francisco Bay Conservaticn and Development Commission: 94-2998043

California Coastal Conservancy: 94-3164968

¢. Technical and Financial Contact Persons:

Mr. Steven Goldbeck (San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission)
Ms. Terri Nevins (Califormia Coastal Conservancy)

f. Participants/Collaborators in Implementation: City of Novato; Hamilion Reuse
Autharity; Connty of Marin; U.5. Army Corps of Engineers, San Francisco District; U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District; U.S. Army; U.S. Navy; National Marine Fisheries
Service; State Lands Commission; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency; Department of Fish and Game; U.S. Geological Survey; Senator Feinstcin;
Senator Boxer; Bay Area Congressional Delegation; State Assemblywoman Kerry Mazzoni; San
Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board; San Francisco Bay Joint Venture; Marin
Audubon Society; Marin Conservation League; Environmental Forum of Marn; Sierra Club -
Marin Group; Marin Bayland Advocales; Port of Oakland; San Francisco Bay Planning
Coaliticn; and San Francisco Bay Dredging Action Coalition,

g. RFP Project Group Types: Group 2 — Real estate ransactions
Group 3 — Services
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L Project Description
a. Project Description and Approach.

The Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project (HWRP) will restore and enhance up 10 2,700-acres
of diked baylands into a diverse mix of tidal and seasonal wetlands, thereby helping to restore
and ensure the health of the Bay-Delta ecosystem. The HWRP will provide habitat for
anadromous and resident fish species, endangered and special siatus species, migratory
waterfowl], improve water quality, and decrease the impacts of in-Bay disposal of dredged
material by fostering the beneficial rense of dredged materials. The HWRP actually consists of
four land parcels: the 700-acre Hamilton Army Airfield (Airfield); the 20-acre Navy Ballfields
{Ballfields); the 400-acre State Lands Commission parcel (Antenna EField); and the 1,600-acre
Bel Marin Keys Unit V property (Bel Marin Keys) (Figure 1),

Implementation of the HWRP will carry out CALFEDs objectives to enhance ecological

habitats and functions to support diverse and valuable plant and animal species, and to improve
water quality while building on the remediation work conducted by Army. Additionally, the
reuse of dredged material as an aspect of the HWRP could serve as a means of implementation of
the Long-Term Management Strategy Program for the Placement of Dredged Material in the San
Francisco Bay Region (LTMS) and provide opportunilies for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
{Corps) civil works projects. Restoration of the Hamillon properties has gamered wide-spread
support and is consistent with local and regionat land use plans for the area, the Regional Habitat
Goals Process, and the U.S Environmental Protection Agency’s (U.S. EPA) Estuary Project’s
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) for the Bay and Delta.

To provide broad public and stakeholder input into project design and implementation, the
California Coastal Conservancy (Conservancy) in concert with the San Francisco Bay
Conservation and Development Commission (Commission) has established the Hamilton
Restoration Group (HRG), comprised of representatives from federal, state, and local
governments, the environmental comnmunities, business groups, and concerned citizens. The
HRG has already approved the project goals, objectives, a detailed work plan, and the
preliminary restoration alternatives for detailed analysis. In order to determine the most
beneficial and feasible restoration plan, the Conservancy and the Commission initiated technical
studies to address hydrology, topography, biology, natural sedimentation processes, the use of
dredged material, and engineering requirements at the HWRP site. The detailed work plan tor
these technical studies is available upon request.

This application requests CALFED funding for Phases I1, ITI, and TV 10 augment the existing
funding. CALFED funding is critical o the success of the project. Fumre CALFED funding will
likely be requested for some or all of the remaining tasks and/or phases of the project. Cost
sharing may be available from (1) BRAC funding for site preparation consistent with site
remediation and ciosure; and (2) Coms funding for civil works dredging prajects. Additionally,
the Conservancy will seck funding through cther grant programs, such as those facilitated by the
LS. EPA, private foundations, and others.

The Project is designed to take advantage of several ongeing and planned initiatives. In order to
benelit from these related initiatives, it is critical that the project be ready for construction zarly
in the year 200¢). To meet this goal, it will be necessary to: (1) complete project planning and
analysis (Phase II); (2) acquire the Bel Marin Keys property (Phase I1T); (3) carry out
environmental review and oblain needed approvals (Phase 1V); (4) develop final construction
design (Phase V); (5) implement project construction (Phase VI); and {6) manage and monitor
the restored site (Phase VII). Phase [ (Project Initiztion) has been completed.

Base Closure. The Hamilton Army Airfield has been the in base closure process since 1974
Currently, the Army is remediating on-site contaminants and preparing the site for disposal under
the BRAC process. However, the available BRAC funds can only he spent on remediation and
closure, not on enhancement of the site. The Army intends to turn the site over for reuse by
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January 2000, or it may have 10 simpiy lock the site and leave it vacant, The Army is currently
coordinating its remediation technical studies with the HWRP, creating an opportunity to cost-
share the return of the military base into a vainable wetlands ecosystem.

Property Acquisition, The owners of Bel Marin Keys Unit V have offered 1o sell the site to the
Coastal Conservancy, providing a one-time opportunity to permanenily protect and restore the
entire arca to wetlands habitat. An application to develop 900 homes and a goif course on the Bel
Marin Keys praperty is pending before the County of Marin. The appraisal of the property is due
ta be completed in August 1997. If acquisition funds are not obtaired expeditiously, the
cpportunity to purchase the property will be lost.

Dredging. Millions of cubic yards (mcy) of material are dredged 1o maintain Bay shipping
channels and dumped into the Bay each year. The LTMS has indicated that beneficial reuse of
dredged material for projects such as wetland restoration will be the major direction and policy in
the region. This reuse policy is intended to reduce the potential adverse impacts associated with
in-Bay disposal by providing benefits of reuse utilizadon. A Congressional appropriation for
fiscal year 1998 is pending for the Corps to study the feasibility of using dredged material for the
HWRP. The Corps will be able to provide up to 75 percent of the project costs if HWRP is
authorized in the biennial federal Water Resources Development AcL. In order to meet this goal,
planning stadies need to be completed by May 1998,

Additionally, several [arge-scale dredging projects are currently planned for construcion around
the wrn of the eentury, including the Port of Oakland’s -50 Foot Deepening Project and 2
proposed marine oil terminal development in San Pablo Bay. It is estimaled that these projects
could generate up to 19 and 6 mey of dredged material, respectively. The implementation of the
LTMS and the potential rense of dredged material generated by the Qakland and San Pablo Bay
projects provides an opportunity to obtain construction material for the HWRP, while sharing
project costs, and increasing the associated benefits of the proposed projects.

b. Location and/or Geographic Boundaries of Project,

The HWRP properties are located in the northwestern part of San Pablo Bay, east of U.S.
Highway 101 in or adjacent to the City of Novato (Figure 1).The Bel Marin Keys property is
localed outside of the incorporated area of the City of Novato. All four sites are located within
the County of Marin and within the Novato River Watershed.,

c. Expected Benefits

Primary Habitats: The HWRP will create approximately 2,700 acres of wetland habitat, The
habitat types created at the site will include: (1) tidal emergent wetlands; (2) seasonal wetlands;
and (3} transitional brackish marsh wetlands.

Primary Benefils and Target Species: {1) Restoration of principal habitats of endangered fish,
wildlife, and plant species including, but not limited to, fall, winter and spring-run Chinook
salmon, steelhead tront, splittail, siriped bass, green sturgeon, salt marsh harvest mouse,
Calitornia clapper rail, California black rail, and migratory birds; (2) restoration of support
habitats of endangercd fish and wildlife species; (3) reduced impacts of dredged material
disposal on the Estuary and migration pathways of anadromous fish; and (4) implement locat and
regional plans.

Secondary Benefits: (1) restoration of the principal habitats of non-listed fish, wildlife, and
plant species including, but not limited to, residential and migratory shorebirds and waterfowl;
(2) remediation and transfer of former military lands to public ownership and reuse; and (3)
aesthetic community value and public access to San Francisco Bay.

Stressors Addressed by Project: The HWRP addrasses the following CALFED identified
stressors: (1) physical isolation and marshplain chanpes—restoration of up to 2,700 acres of
wetland habitat diked off from the Bay in the 1800's for use by target specics for refuge and
feeding areas for juvenile anadromous fish and migratory birds; (2) channel form changes—

4-
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especially during wet years. The inclusion of brackish water wetlands at the HWRP site will also
enhance plant and wildlife diversity.

The project goal is 10 create a diverse array of wetland and wildlife habitats (Figure 2). This array
of wetlands will be designed to benelit not only valuable commercial and recreational fish
species, but also endangered fish, plant, and wildlife species. The HRG has established the
following restoration objectives: (2) design and engineer a restoration project that stresses
simplicity and has litfle need for aclive management; (b) demonstrate beneficial reuse of dredged
material, if feasible; (c) recognize existing site opportunities and constraints, including the
runway and remediation of contaminated areas, as integral components of design; (d) ensure no
net loss of wetland habitat functions presently provided on the sites; () create and maintain
wetland habitats that sustain viable wildlife populations, particularly for Bay Area species of
special status; (f) create buffer anzas along the upland perimeter of the project area, particularly
adjacent to residential areas, so that wildlife will not be impacted by adjacent land uses
{perimeter buffer areas should alsa function for upland refuge, foraging, and corridors for some
species); (g) create a restoration sile that is compatible with adjacent land uses and wildlife
habitats; and (h) provide for public access that is compatibie with protection of resource values
and regional and local public access policies.

BEeneficial Use of Dredged Material. One of the goals of the project is to beneficially reuse
dredged material for habitat ¢reation. Dredged material could be used to cap contaminated areas
at the HWRP propetties, 1o construct levees, and/or as fill (1o target elevations). The average
elevation at the HWRP properties are approximately -3 feet Natienal Geedetic Vertical Datum
{(NGVD). The re-establishment of tidal wetlands and expansion of seasonal wetlands at these
subsided sites would require higher land elevations to allow for the growth of wetland vegetation
(approximately 2.7 feet NGVD for tidal marshplain). These higher elevations could be achieved
either by: (1) waitling for tidal acuvity to deposit sediments over time, after breaching the existing
ouihoard levee; or {2) using imported material (such as clean dredged sediments) to shorlen the
naturn! sedimentation process. Dredged matenial, if used, will be placed below the eventual
marsh plain elevation, ta allow natural formation of channels, substrates and emergent
vegetation.

The LTMS studies estimated that the 700-acre Airfield alone could accommeodate up to seven
million cubic yards (mcy) of dredged material for wetland restoration. Restoration efforts over
the entire project site could raise the potential dredged material revse volumes to as much as 33
million cubic yards. The project planning studies will address project phasing and other methods
10 optimize habitat creation while controlling coastruction costs. For example, the sites will need
to be ready to receive dredged material as large Bay dredging projects are undertaken. The
Conservancy, the Commission, HRG, the Corps, and the dredging community are working 10
coordinate construction of these dredging projects with the restoration needs of the Hamilion
project.

Flood Contrel. The military has operated and mainiained flood protection facilities (including
the levees, drainage channels, and pumping stations) at Hamilton, which drain the Airfield and
surrounding areas. Storm and fresh water inputs to the site offer a unigue opportunity to develop
an array of habitats types, ranging from seasonal fresh water wetlands to transitional brackish
marsh habitats. The HWRP will incorporate these fresh water flows into the project design.

Public Access. A public access component compatible with protection of resource values will
also be developed.

Plan Alternatives. The HRG has identitied four preliminary project alicrmatives which will be
analyzed to identify a environmentally preferred project plan that will best achieve the project
goals. It is anticipated that the restoration project will include 2 mixture of gne or more of the
following wetland habitat restoration alternatives: (1) historic wetland conditions would be
restored at the site, including provision of large, isolated tidal ponds, as well as fresh, brackish
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walter wetlands, and tidal wetlands; (2) a natural gradient of wetland elevations would be
established across the site, providing uplands and freshwater non-tidal wetlands at higher inland
areas transitioning to tidal wetland adjacent to the Bay; (3) the site would be divided by a levee
into distinct areas of seasonal and tidal wetlands; and (4) the site would be restored by relying
entirely on natural sedimentation to establish tidal wetlands.

e. Proposed Scope of Work

Category III funds are being sought in 1997 to augment available funds to carry the HWRP
through Phases 1, 111, and IV, as described below.

The following summarizes the proposed HWRP scope of work by project phase:

Phase I. Project Initiation: Phase I is complete, including: (1) the establishment of the HRG;
(2) literature review; (3) restoration goals, objectives, and preliminary design alternatives;
(4) opportunities and constraints; (5) detailed work plan {(available upon request).

Phase TL Project Planning and Analysis: Define and assess the feasibility of restoration
alternatives. Phase IT has been initated, for the Hamilton Army Airfield, Navy Ballfhelds, and
Antenna Field portions of the project, funded through a grant to the City of Novato from the
Conservancy, and by the 1.8, EPA. Category I funding is being sought in 1997 10 expand
Phase 11 studies to include the Bel Marin Keys Unit V property. It is eritical to conduct
hydrological, biological and other needed studies encompassing the entire project site.

Phase INI, Site Acquisition: Category III funding is being sought in 1997 to acquire the Bel
Marin Keys Unit V property.

Phase IV, Environmental Review and Permitting: Category Il funding is being requested in
1997 to undertake: (a) analysis of the environmental impacts of project alternatives; (b) selection
of an environmentally preferred alternative; (¢) compliance with State and federal environmental
review and document preparation requirements, including development of appropriate impact
mitigation measures ; (d) assess the federal interest in use of the site for dredged material reuse;
and {¢) obtain and comply with required permits and authorizations.

Phase V. Final Construction Design: Category IIl funding may be sought in subsequent grant
rounds for completing the development of a final project design plan and associated construction
drawings and engineering specifications,

Phase V1. Implementation and Construction: Category I1I funding may be sought in
subseguent grant rounds 1o augment other grants and cost sharing measures for construction and
implernentation of the restoration project.

Phase VIL Site Management and Monitoring. Category 1II funding may be sought during
subsequent grant rounds to ensers the ongeing implementation of a site monitoring and
maintenance program and institute remediation measures, if needed.

f. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

The monitoring and data evaluation of the HWRP site will build on the monitoring research
etforts already initiated at existing restoration sites in the North Bay, including the Sonoma
Baylands Wetland Restoration Project and outboard of the Hamilton site. The principal purpose
of a monitoring program for the HWRP wilt be to provide data and analysis on the long-term
development of wetlands and habitat functions at the restored sites.

Ir 1995 the LTMS Rense/Non-Aquatic Studies Work Group prepared a model monitoring
program in an effort to coordinate the monitering of North Bay restoration projects. The
monitoring program for the HWRP properties will follow the LTMS-established protocols based
on reaching the performance crileria putlined by the established project goals. Specific
monitoring parameters at the restoration site will include: (a) measurements of the physical
systemn, including topography, slough channel development, and tidal hydrology; (b) analyses of
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IV. Cost and Schedule to Implement Proposed Project
a. Budget Costs

To date, the Conservancy and the U.S, EPA are funding feasibility planning efforts. Potential
additional funding sources include: (a} Defense Environmental Restoration Act Funds; (b)
federal BRAC remediation funds (as discussed below); (c) U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service funds;
(d) other federal funds to be cbizined via new legislation; () State general funds; (f) local
dredging project sponsor (25 percent non-federal conuribution); (g) the San Francisco Bay Joint
Venture; and (h) the Marin Community Foundation and other private foundations.

Category 11 funds are critical 1o the successful implementation of the HWRP, Funds are needed
in 1997 to collect and integrate data on the Bel Marin Keys property into preject planning, to
complete the project design in time to receive federal construction authorization and to meet
timelines of Bay dredging projects. Category IIT funding is also being soughtin 1997 for the
acquisition of the Bel Marin Keys property. Funding for the acquisition of the Bel Marin Keys
property is a critical need at this time. Although negotiations to acquire the land are underway,
development plans are pending. The opportunity to purchase and restore wetland habitat on the
site will be lost if action is not taken quickly. In addition, the Commission and Conservancy are
seeking 1997 Category ITI funds to initiate and complete the State and federally required
environmental review, documentation, and permitting processes for the HWRP.

CALTFED funds used for contracted studies will use standard State contracting procedures.

CALFED funding for Phase II through Phase IV is being requested at this time due 1o external
schedule deadlines. If CALFED funds are provided incrementally for the requested phases,
Phase 11 is considered the most pressing followed by Phases [l and IV,

Detailed budget costs are presented in Table 1.
b. Schedule Milestones

The overall schedule for the Hammilton Wetlands Restoration Project is dictated by external
schedulz deadlines. CALFED funding in this round of grants is crucial o the success of the
Hamilton project in order to meet these firm milestone dates. The Hamilion project must be
authorized in the 1998 federal Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) in order to be
constructed and available 10 start receiving dredged material from major new works projects by
the year 2000. Feasibility studies and environmental review must be near completion by

May 1998, 10 submit Io Congress to he considered for WRDA 1998 authorization, The
Conservancy must take advantage of this narrow window of opportunity to acquire the Bel Marin
Keys Unit V parcel to preclude the irretrievable loss of this property to urban development.
Significant cost savings will be achieved by the early inclusion of this property in the designing
and phasing of the Hamilton project. No other funding is available within the time-frame needed
1o meet these crucial deadlines. The HWRP schedule is present in Table 2 and also graphically in
Figure 3.

. Third Party Impact

Potential third party impacts associated with the HWRP include: (1) loss of small and isolated
existing on-site seasonal wetlands; (2) potential flooding of adjecent lands due to alteration of
existing on-site hydrology and stermwater pumping; (3) preclusion of regional airport
development; (4) loss of existing recreational baseball fields; and {3) loss of some of the existing
agriculture land uses. Mitigation measures to address these third party impacts will be addressed
through project design and the required environmental review process. Patential mitigation
measures include a policy of no-net loss of existing habitat functions on the sites, inclusion of
regional stormwatet flood protection measures within the design of the wetlands restoration
project, and provision for development of a sustainable agriculture demonstration project within
the houndaries of the acquired lands. It is not anticipated that mitigation will he provided for the
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Table 1
HWRP Budget
Labor | Salary & Acquisition Less In-kind &

Phasing/Tasks {PY} | Benefits | Overhead | Contracts Costs Tota! Cost other funds | CALFED Grant

Phase I Scoping 1.2 90.000} 24,300 4] 114,300 -114,300 0
1 !
Phase Il Planning & Q ]
Analysis | | N
Hamilton Feasibility ]
Siudy 0.6 50,000 12,150 225,000 ] 287,150 __-287,150 0
BMK Feasibility Study 0.3 22,600 6,075 200,000 228,575 -28 575 200,000
COE Dredging Study 0.25 15,000 4,050 400,000 419,050 -412,000 7,050
Final Design 0.6 45,000 12,150 300,000 367,150 -26,000 331,150
Subtotal 1.75 132,500 34,425| 1,125,000 1,201,025 -753,725 538,200
g_rlase Il Acquisition 7,500 2,025 D|_ 14,000,000 14,009,525 -9,525r 14,000,000
l ]
Phase IV Environmental W
Compllance 1
CEQAMNEPA 0.7 52,500 14,175 350,000 416,675 -37,Q000 379,675
m‘miﬂing 0.1 7,500 2,025 60,000 69,525 -8 525 80,000,
Subtotal 0.8 60,000 16,200 410,000 486,200 -46,525 439,675,
Phase V Construction
Deslgn
Drawings & Specs. 1.6 48,750 13, 163I 400,000 B 461,913 -400,000, 61,913
l
o be obe | to be o be 1o be io be
Phase Vi Construction determined | determined | determined determined determinaed determinad
T |
Phase VIl Malntenance to be lo be to be ta be to be to be
| & Monitoring determined | determined | determined determined determined determined
TOTALS 4.15 338,750 ’ 90,113W 1,935,000, 14,000,000 16,363,863 -1,324,075 15,039,788
11



loss of potential airport development or on-site recreational facilitics as these issues have already
been addressed through lecal and regional planning efforts.

Table 2
Project Schedule Milestones
[Phase L. Project Inifiation Completed
[ Phase 11. Project Planning and Analysis
Conservancy teasibility study | November 1997
Restoration Plan January 1998
COE teasibility study Mid-1998
Phase 11L Property Transfer
Bel Marin Keys ¥ Pending fina} appraisal &
fonding
Navy praperty Available now
Army property Pending remediaticn, 1999
or earlier
Phase 1V, Environmental Compliance
CEQA/NEPA Mid-1998
WRDA authorization September 1998
Permitring Jan. 1998 - Sept. 1999
L‘P-hnse V. Final Construction Design Sept. 1998 - March 1999
hase VL. Construction & Begin May 1999
Implementation
hase VIL ite Management & Ongoing
Monitoring

The HWRP will also provide significant third party benefits. Most importantly, the project will
enable the Army to complete base ¢losure and transfer the property for beneficial revses, a
process which began over 20 years ago. The Coastal Conservancy is the only entity willing to
take transfer of this property. The potential establishment of a dredged malerial revse site would
provide the dredging community with reuse opportunities that do not presently exist, supporting
the ceonomic preductivity of regional shipping and related industries.

The HWRP will significantly alter the existing characteristics of the sites. The Hamilton
properties were converied to land uses which supported relatively little functional fish or wildlife
habitat. The majority of the Hamilton properties were utilized by the military as an airfield and
support facilities. The 1,600-acre Bel Macin Keys property has been under agriculiural
culiivation since the turn of the century. These land vses and featores at the properties will be
replaced by the creation of wetland and associated upland habitats.
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V. Applicant Qualifications
San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission

The Commission has extensive experience in wetlands restoration, dredged material disposal
issues, and the use of dredged material in restoration projects in San Francisco Bay. The
Commission was the first coastal management program in the nation and has provided
comprehensive planning for the Bay and regnlation of all projects in the Bay for over thirty
years, Its San Francisco Bay Plan and Suisun Marsh Protection Plan have been used
internationally as models for implementing coastal management. Some of the Commission’s
efforts most germane to the HWRP have ranged from integrative planning for the Suisun
Marsh—the largest wetland complex on the west coast—to requiring and overseeing wetlands
mitigation projects for permitted Bay fill projects, and, mare recently, invalvement in planning
and implementing demonstration projects for the beneficial use of dredged materials.

The Commission brings to this project three decades of success in coordinating complex projects
and working cooperatively with project partners and interested parties. The Commission is
particularly strong in conducting open public processes. Commission documents combine strong
technical content with a clear and understandable presentation,

As one of the five State/federal partners in the LTMS, the Commission has taken a leadership
role in studying and promoting the use of dredged material as a resource. The LTMS has taken
consensus-based actions to end the “mud-lock” in the Bay while ensuring the protection of the
Bay’s natural resources. The LTMS is now finalizing a Policy EIS/Programmatic EIR for
overseeing dredging and disposal in the Bay, and is preparing a comprehensive management plan
to implement the preferred alternative. The LTMS has a strong emphasis on the beneficial reuse
of dredged maierial, particularly for the restoration of Bay wetlands.

The Commission has been extensively involved in ail aspects of the LTMS, but has focused its
efforts on dredged material reuse, including use of dredged materials to bolster Delta levees, in
landfills, and in wetlands restoration. The Commission has helped develop and evaluate the
beneficial reuse of Bay dredged material, as well as fostering demonstration projects and
legislative initiatives to further its use. This experience is directly applicable to planning and
implementing the HWRP.

The Commission team includes Steven Goldbeck, Coastal Program Manager; Will Travis,
Executive Director; Jaime Michaels, program analyst, and Eric Larson, staff scientist.

Steven Goldbeck, HWRP co-project manager, is a senior staff member with over 10 years
experience at the Commission in planning, policy, legislative, and regulatery activities. Me.
Goldbeck has speciatized in dredging and beneficial reuse issues for the past seven years. He co-
chaired the Dredging and Waterway Modification Committee of the San Francisco Estuary
Project, and was & principal staff member for the LTMS program since its inception. His work cn
the LTMS included co-chairing the Upland/Wetland reuse Working Group and acting as project
ranager for the LTMS studies of the beneficial reuse of dredged material—from scoping the
studies to overseeing $1.2 million in coniracts. These swdies encompassed the hiclogical,
engineering, and land-use aspects of beneficial reuse. He is now co-managing, with staff of the
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board, preparation of the management plan
for implementing the LTMS program. Mr. Goldbeck has worked on demonstration projects for
dredged material reuse, including extensive invelvement in the Sonoma Baylands praject.

M. Goldbeck brings strong project management skills 1o the HWRP, as well as an extensive
background in all aspects that will be needed 1o successfully implement this project.

California Coastal Conservancy

The Coastal Conservancy was created by the state legislature in 1976 to protect, restore and
enhance coastal resources. The Conservancy warks in parmership with local governments, other
public agencies, non-profit organizations and the private sector, including landowners. To date,
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¥L Compliance with Standard Terms and Conditions

Relevant portions of the 1997 CALFED Category III Grant Application have been reviewed by
Ms. Marciz Grimm, Senior Staff Counsel for the Conservancy. The Conscrvancy is agreeable to,
and able to comply with the terms and conditions included in Attachment D of the Request for
Proposal except as follows: (1) the Conservancy would revise or exclude Paragraph 9 in
“Attachment D Terms and Conditions”, requiring it to indemnify, defend and save harmless the
State because the Conservancy is itself an agency of the State; (2) the Conservancy would
exclude Paragraph 10 in the *Attachment D Terms and Conditions”, because agents and
employees of the Conservancy are, in fact officers and employees or agents of the State of
California.

The provisions included under :Standard Clanses - Contracts with Pubiic Entities™ and “Standard
Clause - Inleragency Agreements™ are acceptable to the Conservancy, and we are able to comply
with all of the provisions.
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